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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed In the United States 
only if the International application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as. being anticipated by 
Anderson et al. (US 2004/0078490). 
1 . As per claim 1 , a method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of mapping requests from a plurality of network users identified by a 
plurality of network addresses; 

deriving a geographic location of a network user associated with a network address 
based on the plurality of network addresses and the plurality of mapping requests, 
(most network addresses (e.g., IP addresses) are associated with a particular 
geographic location. This is because routers that receive packets for a particular set of 
machines are fixed in location and have a fixed set of network addresses for which they 
receive packets. The machines that routers receive packets for tend to be 
geographically proximal to the routers. Roaming Internet-Ready devices are rare 
exceptions. For certain contexts, it is important to know the location of a particular 
network address. Mapping a particular network address to a geographic location may 
be termed "geolocation". An exemplary system and methodology by which geographic 
locations can be derived for a specific network addresses, and for address blocks, are 
described below. Various methods of obtaining geographic information, combining such 
geographic information, and inferring a "block" to which a network address corresponds 
and which shares the same geographic information are described, [0046]). 
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2. As per claims 2, 1 5 and 1 9, the method of claim 1 further comprising: 
receiving a request to provide the geographic location of the network user; 
providing the geographic location of the network user. (At block 40, a user (or process) 
enters a job request to the data collection broker 22 via, for example, a web interface. 
Job scheduling is also an option for the user. At block 42, the relevant data collection 
broker 22 accepts a request, and determines what data collection agents 18 will service 
the request. The data collection broker 22 also sets a unique session identifier (USID), 
[0064]. 

3. As per claims 3,16 and 20, the method of claim 2 further comprising: 
communicating geographically relevant information based on the geographic location. 
(The custom website is supported by the application server 6, which upon 
receiving an IP address associated with the user machine 2, communicates this 

IP address to the geolocation Application Program Interface (API) 7 hosted that 
the customer site. Responsive to receiving the IP address, the API 7 communicates 
the IP address to a delivery engine server 64 of the delivery engine system 16, [0051]). 

4. As per claim 4, the method of claim 1 wherein the network user is identified by an 
Internet Protocol (IP) address. (The term "network address", for purposes of the present 
specification, shall be taken to include any address that identifies a networked entity, 
and shall include Internet Protocol (IP) addresses, [0045]) 

5. As per claims 5 and 1 1, the method of claim 1 wherein deriving the geographic 
location comprises: 

assigning a first set of network addresses to a first defined geographic 
region based on the predominance of the plurality of network addresses that ' 
issued mapping requests included in the defined geographic region. (Based on the 
degree of similarity between the "best estimate" geographic location and its competing 
locations, different confidence factors are assigned for the geographic resolution levels, 
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which are transformed by a confidence-accuracy translator (CAT) 126 into a probability 
of accuracy for the winning location. [0194]) 

6. As per claim 6 and 12, the method of claim 1 wherein deriving the geographic 
location comprises: 

grouping those mapping requests sharing a common portion of the network address. 
Various methods of obtaining geographic information, combining such geographic 
information, and inferring a "block" to which a network address corresponds and which 
shares the same geographic information are described, [0046]). 

7. As per claims 7, 1 7 and 21 , the method of claim 1 wherein deriving comprises: 
determining a confidence factor for the geographic location. (FIG. 13 is a flowchart 
illustrating a method, according to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, 
performed by a RegEx LDM to identify one or more geographic locations associated 
with network address and associated at least one confidence factor with each of the 
identified geographic locations, [0024] 

8. As per claim 8, the method of claim 1 further comprising: 

communicating geographically relevant information based on the geographic location. 
Every candidate geographic location must pass through each relevant confidence map 
and has multiple confidence factors associated therewith combined, [0216] 

9. As per claim 9, a method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of mapping requests from a plurality of internet users identified by a 
plurality of internet Protocol (IP) addresses; 

analyzing a correspondence between IP addresses and mapping requests to determine 
geographic locations of the Internet users, (most network addresses (e.g., IP 
addresses) are associated with a particular geographic location. This is because 
routers that receive packets for a particular set of machines are fixed in location and 
have a fixed set of network addresses for which they receive packets. The machines 
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that routers receive packets for tend to be geographically proxinnal to the routers. 
Roaming Internet-Ready devices are rare exceptions. For certain contexts, it is 
important to know the location of a particular network address. Mapping a particular 
network address to a geographic location may be termed "geolocation". An exemplary 
system and methodology by which geographic locations can be derived for a specific 
network addresses, and for address blocks, are described below. Various methods of 
obtaining geographic information, combining such geographic information, and inferring 
a "block" to which a network address corresponds and which shares the same 
geographic information are described, [0046]). 

10. As per claim 10, the method of claim 9 further comprising: 

deriving a geographic location of an internet user based on the analyzing. (Obtaining a 
location: The unified mapping process 61 can be run on the test network address to 
derive a location and this location can be matched against the location of the subject 
network address. [0147]) 

11. As per claim 1 3, the method of claim 1 2 wherein the common portion comprises 
the first three bytes of an IP address, (another way of determining this outcome would 
be to view the relevant network as two 25-bit networks, rather than a single 24-bit 
network. [0174]). 

12. As per claim 14, a machine readable medium having instructions stored thereon 
which when executed by a processor cause the processor to perform operations 
comprising: receiving a plurality of mapping requests from a plurality of network users 
identified by a plurality of network addresses; deriving a geographic location of a 
network user associated with a network address based on the plurality of network 
addresses and the plurality of mapping requests, (most network addresses (e.g., IP 
addresses) are associated with a particular geographic location. This is because routers 
that receive packets for a particular set of machines are fixed in location and have a 
fixed set of network addresses for which they receive packets. The machines that 
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routers receive packets for tend to be geographically proximal to the routers. Roaming 
Internet-Ready devices are rare exceptions. For certain contexts, it is important to know 
the location of a particular network address. Mapping a particular network address to a 
geographic location may be termed "geolocation". An exemplary system and 
methodology by which geographic locations can be derived for a specific network 
addresses, and for address blocks, are described below. Various methods of obtaining 
geographic information, combining such geographic information, and inferring a "block" 
to which a network address corresponds and which shares the same geographic 
information are described, [0046]). 

13. As per claim 18, a system comprising: 

means for receiving a plurality of mapping requests from a plurality of 

network users identified by a plurality of network addresses; 

means for deriving a geographic location of a network user associated with a network 
address based on the plurality of network addresses and the plurality of mapping 
requests, (most network addresses (e.g., IP addresses) are associated with a particular 
geographic location. This is because routers that receive packets for a particular set of 
machines are fixed in location and have a fixed set of network addresses for which they 
receive packets. The machines that routers receive packets for tend to be 
geographically proximal to the routers. Roaming Internet-Ready devices are rare 
exceptions. For certain contexts, it is important to know the location of a particular 
network address. Mapping a particular network address to a geographic location may 
be termed "geolocation". An exemplary system and methodology by which geographic 
locations can be derived for a specific network addresses, and for address blocks, are 
described below. Various methods of obtaining geographic information, combining such 
geographic information, and inferring a "block" to which a network address corresponds 
and which shares the same geographic information are described, [0046]). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this connnnunication or earlier comnnunications fronn the 
examiner should be directed to Mitra Kianersi whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4650. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on (703) 308-5221 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Mitra Kianersi 
08/02/2004 




